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	Wisconsin Dept. of Agriculture Trade and Consumer Protection

Agricultural Resource Management Division                                                        

PO Box 8911 

Madison, WI 53708-8911

Phone:  (608) 224-4611 or 608-224-4610


	Soil and Water Resource Management Program

	ADDENDUM FOR CREP-EQUIVALENT 

PAYMENT-15 YEAR AGREEMENT
ss. ATCP 50.08(4), 50.40(18) and 50.42(1)(d), Wis. Admin. Code
	This addendum covers  15 year agreements 
(contact DATCP to modify this agreement for a 15 year conservation easement)   


This Agreement (“Agreement”), which is an addendum to       County cost-share contract no.      , provides for a CREP-equivalent payment under ss. ATCP 50.08(4), 50.40(18) and 50.42(1)(d) for a fifteen (15) year agreement by the landowner to keep riparian land out of agricultural production.  

A.  The landowner agrees:

1. That the purpose of this contract addendum is to preserve, enhance, restore and maintain the natural features and ecological values of the premises, and to maintain permanent vegetative cover for protecting water quality and fish and wildlife habitat.

2. To remove from agricultural production for a period of fifteen (15) years the real estate described in Section 1B of the cost-share contract. The location of the acreage covered by this Agreement is marked by (flags) (posts) [strike one]; comprises a total of      acres; and is delineated on a map that includes other natural or man-made features such as lakes, ponds, swamps, rivers, streams, wood lots, roads, power lines, fences, lot lines, field boundaries and numbers, and structures including barns, houses and storage facilities. 

3. To install a (filter strip) (forest buffer) [strike one] and related conservation practice(s) on the acreage covered by this Agreement in accordance with the specifications and schedule in a Conservation Plan that meets the requirements in U.S Department of Agriculture’s CRP-1 (Appendix).  The Conservation Plan, the construction plan and practice standards, and any addenda, are hereby incorporated into this Agreement.  
4. To maintain the acreage covered by this Agreement for fifteen (15) years in accordance with the Conservation Plan, and specifically to comply with the following:  

a. Not engage in agricultural production, including livestock grazing, on the acreage covered by this Agreement and to make no commercial use of trees or forage or other cover on covered acreage, including the shearing or shaping of trees for future use as Christmas trees, except that a landowner may conduct pruning, thinning, stand improvement, or other activities consistent with customary forestry practices on land that is planted to trees.

b. Refrain from any use or activity that materially threatens or is inconsistent with the purpose of this Agreement, as determined by the LCC, including disturbances to the acreage under contract during the primary nesting season for wildlife and activities that create water quality problems.  
c. Control all weeds, insects, pests and other invasive or undesirable species to the extent necessary to ensure that the approved vegetative cover is adequately protected and to provide such maintenance as necessary to avoid an adverse impact on surrounding land taking into consideration water quality, wildlife and other factors. 
d. Harvest or remove vegetative plantings as recommended to encourage proper growth and remove nutrients and other contaminants contained in plant tissue.

e. Perform routine maintenance as appropriate including prescribed mowing (but not from May 15th to July 31st) and supplemental nutrient application to maintain the desired species composition and stand density.  

f. Conduct inspections periodically and after storm events, and take reasonable maintenance actions to ensure that the proper function of the practice is maintained. Maintenance actions may include the repair of any gullies that have formed, removal of unevenly deposited sediment that will disrupt sheet flow, regrading, 
and reseeding disturbed areas.
g. Seek county approval for changes in the maintenance requirements under this Agreement, including modifications to the Conservation Plan. 

h. To maintain reasonable documentation of maintenance or other activities required under this Agreement.
5. To provide the LCC, its employees, officers and agents ingress and egress from and to the described property across all contiguous lands owned by the landowner for the purpose of exercising all rights and privileges granted herein including the right of inspection.  The landowner may provide a designated route to and from the described property which the county shall use if said route is reasonably convenient.  

6. To repay incentive and practice payments, immediately upon demand by the county, if the terms of the cost-share contract and Addendum are not complied with, or the installed practice(s) are not properly maintained, or are not operated in a manner inconsistent with purpose of this Agreement. If payback of grant funds is required by the county within the first five years of this Agreement, the payback required will not exceed 1.25 times the incentive payment and any practice payments received from the county. If payback is required by the county after the first five years of the Agreement, the payback will not exceed 1.15 times the incentive payment and any practice payments received from the county. Repayment of grant funds shall not be required if a practice(s) is rendered ineffective during the fifteen (15) year Agreement Period as a result of circumstances beyond the landowner’s control. However, the landowner must promptly replace the practice(s) whether or not the landowner receives any additional practice or incentive payments.  
7. To notify the County prior to a sale or transfer of the acreage covered by this Agreement, and to notify prospective buyers or transferees about the Agreement and obligations to maintain the acreage as required by this Agreement.  If the landowner has knowledge of whether the prospective buyer or transferee intends to discontinue the conservation practices under this Agreement, the landowner shall disclose this information to the county.  The landowner shall be equally responsible for reimbursement of incentive and practice payments in accordance with A.6 if the buyer, transferee or their successors in interest later discontinues the conservation practices required under this Agreement.
B. The county agrees:

1. To provide the landowner CREP-equivalent payments, except for practice payments, in the amounts specified in Section 3 of the cost-share contract, upon execution of this contract with all required attachments, and recording of the easement if required. 

2. To provide the landowner CREP-equivalent practice payments for installing eligible practices in the amounts specified in Section 3 of the cost-share contract, upon certification that the practice(s) are properly installed.
3. To monitor and verify the compliance status of the acreage covered by this Agreement at critical intervals during the fifteen (15) year Agreement Period. The county shall make at least two site visits during this period, and shall examine current aerial photographs a minimum of every three (3) years to review condition of the site. 
4. To approve any amendments of this Agreement or Conservation Plan only if the changes are consistent with the purpose and terms of this Agreement, and will provide adequate vegetative cover with equal or greater protection of water quality or wildlife habitat. 

5. Exercise sound judgement in carrying out its obligations to ensure landowner compliance with this Agreement.  A county may consider extenuating circumstances such as adverse weather conditions, historical management of the site, landowner cooperation and other factors in responding to possible non-compliance.  In lieu of seeking repayment under A.6, a county may pursue alternative remedies that will bring the covered acres back into compliance. 

6. To keep in its possession copies of all documents related to this Agreement (including but not limited to proof of payment to the contractors, the Conservation Plan and amendments and site inspections) and to retain these records for a minimum of three (3) years beyond the end of the Agreement Period.  The county shall make these documents available for reasonable inspection and copying.  
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